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This letter is long overdue, many of you have inquired about our lack of musings. Since the last musing, 

we lost our writer, George Whitehouse, from effects of covid-19. George's shoes as a writer, military man, 
professor and lawyer cannot be filled, but we will try to keep up with the articles in the paper and musings. 

 
Another long-time museum member, Les Vohs, died from the effects of COVID-19. Les spend many 

hours helping remodel the Ford Garage to give the look the museum has today. He had talent in many fields, 
ideas and tools to help the other volunteers. He was also into antique cars and proudly drove in the car parades 
every year. • 

 
Thanks, goes to Jon Hutchins for stepping up to the plate and putting the Museum articles in the 

newspaper on a regular basis, this requires much research and time. 
 

It was in late 2020, when the museum members discovered mildew and mold in the storage room where 
all the clothing articles are kept. Each box has since been gone through item by item and all contaminated items 
removed, then Serpro from Spencer, Iowa, professionally cleaned and sanitized the room. Since then, volunteers 
have gone through all items a second time and removed any mildew items not present in first go-through. 
Clothing items were then wrapped in acid free paper and stored in new boxes. Acquisition numbers were typed 
for each item in the box and taped on the outside of the box. 

 
The museum was gifted display cases from the "Ralph and Lois Cole Museum" when it closed earlier 

this year. Many "Thank You" to the Cole Family Estate for their generous donation. The display cases are 
double sided with mirrors in the center and lights around the edge. We have the cases filled with new and 
wonderful items, many of which were upstairs and more to come 
down. 

 
Our theme for the year is "Celebrating Iowa's 175th Birthday as Statehood". Iowa became a state on 

December 28, 1846. We will be honoring progress with displays from the past for you to compare to our 
present day living, making Iowa a good place to live! In getting ready for this event and to make the museum a 
cheerful place to visit, we painted the inside of the museum Romeo Red and Garden Stone Gray. 

 
We have moved some things around to make better uses of the area. The southeast comer room of 

building, has been cleared out, carpeted and now houses the Van Vanhooris Indian artifact collection. More will 
be brought down from upstairs for this room, as we find time. 

 
The animal exhibit area has been moved from the back end of building to the front of the main office. 

The Leafy mural painted by Martha Christensen is the perfect background for the animals. This arrangement 
gives the younger children an upfront view of the birds, ducks, a squirrel climbing 
a tree and many more animals. We want some for a surprise. 



The military area has a background of military badges on the walls with different branches of uniforms 
and airplanes and helicopters flying in the air. 

 
The Lighthouse is now on the south lawn for the Summer for all to see. It opens the area inside for 

working space while cleaning and painting in the genealogy room. 
 

The schoolhouse and log house are spring cleaned and ready to tours. Our first class tour this spring was 
from St. Mary's School. Forty some students and 2 teachers. Jon Hutchins and Mark Anderson conducted the 
class tours. Jon went with the children in the schoolhouse and Mark with the log house group. The group asked 
interesting questions, a good time for all and treats were handed out as the classes left for their school. 

 
The Genealogy Department had been in the back room of the museum for many years. Being its own 

entity for so many years and open only on Thursdays 2 -4 pm, you may not have been aware of its existence. A 
few months ago, we voted it to be one and the same with the museum. This gives us better access to their 
records and a better way to meet the needs of the museum and visitors. 

 
We are very fortunate to have several handymen, who are very capable in so many fields, on the Museum 

Board. Without these fellows, very little of the Fall and Wmter improvements would have happened. These 
fellows have good decorating abilities, do ladder climbing, lift the heavy boxes, and keep the lift, "elevator" in 
working condition. 

 
Ron Tilton, a volunteer, has taken over sorting and arrange the books for the book sales. If you were to 

our book sale in May you would have noticed books arranged by authors and subject matter. 
 

While on the subject of books, our first book sale of the year was a nice success, thanks to Ron for all 
the hours he put into this project. Also, in May we have our Memorial Day drive up luncheon. We like the 
drive up as it is requires less work getting food to you and clean up in the building after lunch is over. Thanks 
for coming to Book sale and Memorial luncheon. 

 
 We voted on new officers in the June meeting, which had not been done since last year due to COVID 
19. New officers are: 
 President:   Lucille Fitzenry 
 Vice President:  Kristen Watts 
 Secretery:  Linda Tilton 
 Tresurer:   Connie Stille  
 

Thanks to the retiring officers and for all their leadership and guidance. 
 

We are having our annual garage sale the 5th 6th and 7th of August. Now is a good time to clean and bring 
salable items to the museum. Tell your friends and neighbors. Please don't wait until the last day to respond as 
we need time to mark and set up the tables and have some order to sale items. We are open Tuesday thru Friday, 
1:00pm - 4:00pm. Please bring items to front door, thank you. 

 
We invite all people of the community to stop. When was the last time you were in the museum? Will 

you be a first timer? Do you has any idea what we have, and what is displayed? New visitors find the museum 
very clean, well arranged and have commented this is one-of the nicest museums they have seen in some time. 1, 
a gentlemen Chicago and 2, a C(?Uple from New York. Come see. 

 
Take care and stay safe - - The Board Members 


